
BIODATA OF PARTICIPANTS

MARJJUK  AHMED, from  BANGLADESH  is  presently
completing his Bachelor of Science in Leather Technology
at  Dhaka  University,  after   working  as  a  Leather
Technologist for R&S Leather Export  Company based in
Hazaribagh,  Dhaka,  Bangladesh.  He  was  awarded
scholarships  from  the  Bangladesh  Scholarship  Council
(BSC) and the Nippon Foundation.  His thesis focused on
environmental  pollution  resulting  from  the  production  of
leather  and  was  published  by  Dhaka  University.  He  is  a

member of the Bangladesh Leather Technologist Association and has worked
in  the  Ministry  of  Commerce  on  the  strategic  development  of  the  leather
sector. 

WEIGANG  LI, from  China,  is  presently  pursuing  his
master  degree  in  Public  Administration  in  International
Development  (MPA/ID)  at  Harvard  University,  USA.  He
worked  for  the  State-owned  Assets  Supervision  &
Administration  Commission  of  Shanghai  Municipal
Government, China, from 2002 to 2007. Before that, he
studied at Fudan University and Shandong University of
Technology,  China  and  was  awarded  the  Fellowship  under  the  Ryoichi
Sasakawa  Young  Leaders  Fellowship  Fund  (SYLFF)  of  The  Nippon
Foundation  and  Tokyo  Foundation  in  2001.  Mr.  Li  has  various  research
experiences in East Asia financial markets and economic development and
published more than ten papers in different arenas.

ZHANG  LINGLING, is  from  China.  She  is  a  SYLFF  fellow
pursuing a Master’s degree in Japanese culture at the Inner
Mongolia  University.  Because  of  an  interest  in  Japanese
culture, she is currently engaged in research on Bushido. She
was  awarded  SYLFF  fellowship  in  2008,  and  used  to  be  a
research  student  studying  international  relations  at  the
University of California, San Diego.

ZHENG  ANGUANG, from  China, is  presently  an  associate
professor at  Nanjing  University.  He  worked  as  a  Visiting
Professor at  Sogang University,  Korea, under the  International
Scholar Exchange Fellowship Program of Korean Foundation for
Advanced Studies (KFAS). He was awarded the Nanjing Young
Leaders Fellowship under the Ryoichi Sasakawa Young Leaders
Fellowship Fund (SYLFF) of The Nippon Foundation and Tokyo
Foundation, Japan, 1999. He conducted research as a visiting scholar at the
University of Bristol, United Kingdom, in 2005. His current focus is in the field
of Global Governance and NGOs. He has published several books, the latest
of which, “From International Politics to World Society” will  be published in
February 2009.



BIJU KOONATHAN P, from India,  is  presently pursuing
his  PhD  at  Centre  for  Philosophy,  Jawaharlal  Nehru
University,  New  Delhi.  He  was  awarded  the  Jawaharlal
Nehru  Young  Leaders  Fellowship  under  the  Ryoichi
Sasakawa  Young  Leaders  Fellowship  Fund  (SYLFF)  of
The  Nippon  Foundation  and  Tokyo  Foundation,  Japan,
2007. He is a Guest Lecturer in Department of Philosophy,
Gargi  College,  University  of  Delhi.  He  completed  his

Masters  and  M.Phil  Degree  in  Philosophy  from  Sree  Sankaracharya
University of Sanskrit, Kalady, Kerala. He has also been awarded the Junior
Research Fellowship of the Indian Council of Philosophical Research for the
year 2006.  

ANDI AMRI, is a teacher and researcher at Faculty of Marine
Sciences  and  Fisheries,  Hasanuddin  University  and  leads
Coastal Community Networks (CCNet),  an NPO concerned
with  community  development  and  coastal  resource
management in Indonesia.  He obtained his PhD degree at
Graduate  School  of  Asian  and  African  Area  Studies
(ASAFAS),  Kyoto  University  in  2005.  His  major  is  mainly
focused  on  Southeast  Asian  Area  Studies  and  Coastal
Resource  Management,  in  particular  on  mangrove  conservation,  coastal
aquaculture,  ocean  policy  and  governance,  community  development,
commons studies, conflict resolution and collaborative management. He has
carried out research activities in several countries in Southeast Asia, such as
Indonesia,  Thailand,  Vietnam  and  the  Philippines  with  support  from
Monbukagakusho,  21st COE  Programs,  JSPS,  The  Nippon  Foundation,
SEARCA  and  the  Ford  Foundation.  His  research  findings  have  been
published in reputable journals and presented at  national  and international
forums  in  Indonesia,  Japan,  Thailand,  Philippines,  Vietnam,  Ethiopia  and
United Kingdom.  

HUSNUL FITRI, completed her  master  degree in 2007 from
department of Applied Psychology-Social Intervention, Faculty
of  Psychology,  University  of  Indonesia.  Her  thesis  about
community-based  fire  preparedness  program  in  high-density
areas  had  been chosen to  be presented in  2nd International
Conference  on  Community  Psychology  held  in  Lisbon,
Portugal, in June 2008.  Currently, she is an expert staff for DKI
Jakarta  House of  Representatives  and  a  visiting  lecturer  for

cross-cultural psychology, Faculty of Psychology, Paramadina University. She
has  also  joined  the  Indonesian  Strategic  and  Development  Institute  as  a
public policy analyst, becoming involved in several research projects including
behavior  study  of  waste  management  intervention  programs  and  CSR
perception policy research for local government enterprises of DKI Jakarta.
When the tsunami happened in 2004, she participated as a volunteer to plan
and  conduct  emergency  education  for  children  in  Aceh  through  the
Indonesian  Humanitarian  Committee.   She  also  serves  as  a  secretary  of
Association of SYLFF of University of Indonesia. 



 
MUHAMMAD ILHAM, from Indonesia,  is  presently working as
communication  specialist  as  well  as  program  secretary  at
Transparency  International-Indonesia,  Aceh  Office.  He  was
awarded Sasakawa Young Leaders Fellowship Fund (SYLFF) of
Tokyo Foundation, Japan (2001-2003) to complete his master
degree in Anthropology at University of Indonesia, Jakarta. His
interest lies in the field of humanitarian work and social activism.
Since 2006, he has been working to support and monitor the post-tsunami
reconstruction process in Aceh, Indonesia. 

RENY  FITRIANA, from  Indonesia,  holds  her  Master’s
Degree in Shariah Economic and Finance in University of
Indonesia.  She  got  her  Bachelor  Degree  from  Bogor
Agriculture University. Currently, she is an English teacher
at  Administration  Mandala  Indonesia  University  (STIAMI)

and an Economics teacher at Economic and Business University (STIEBI). At
the same time, she is also active as a researcher at the Graduate School of
Multidisciplinary  Programs, Indonesia University.  She has been involved in
several social and economic research projects. 

RINA  SHAHRIYANI  SHAHRULLAH, is  from  Indonesia  and  finished  her
Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1992  from Faculty  of  Law,  Universitas
Hasanuddin, Makassar, Indonesia. She completed her Masters
in Comparative Law in 1997 at the TC Beirne School of Law,
University of Queensland, Australia. Her comparative law study
dealt with the legal system of Australia and Indonesia, including
the Islamic legal  system in Indonesia. Her comparative legal
seminars and essays focused on the aspects  of  commercial
laws under the Civil Law, Common Law and Islamic Law. From 2000 – 2004,
she conducted a research on international  commercial  arbitration including
the area of Islamic arbitration at the TC Beirne School of Law, University of
Queensland,  Australia.  In 2005, she was awarded a Phd of  Law from the
University  of  Queensland,  Australia.  After  more  than  a  decade  as  a  law
professor, in 2008, she taught Islam for the Master Degree Program at Ateneo
de  Manila  University,  the  Philippines.  Currently,  she  is  the  Head  of
Postgraduate  Study,  Faculty  of  Law,  Universitas  Internasional  Batam,
Indonesia. She was a  fellow of the Asian Public Intellectuals (API) and the
Ateneo Center for Asian Studies (ACAS) in the Philippines from July 2007-
July 2008. She has done research and presented papers on various legal
issues, particularly Islamic contract, insurance, arbitration and Islamic gender
approaches in Australia, Indonesia, the Philippines, Japan and Malaysia.

YENI  SALMA  BARLINTI, from  Indonesia,  is  presently
pursuing her Phd at the University of Indonesia (UI). She was
awarded the UI Young Leaders Fellowship under the Ryoichi
Sasakawa Young Leaders Fellowship Fund  (SYLFF) of The
Tokyo Foundation, Japan, 1999 for a masters program and in
2006 for a doctoral program. Currently, she is a chairperson
of The SYLFF Association of UI. She has been teaching at
Faculty of Law UI from 1998, majoring Islamic law, and was
the Head of Academic Quality Assurance at Faculty of Law UI in 2007-2008.



She  has  two  years  of  social  action  experience  on  Awareness  of  Waste
Management  for  Manggarai  Society,  Jakarta,  under  the  Joint  Initiative
Program of SYLFF, The Tokyo Foundation, in 2006-2008.

AKIRA UCHIMURA, from Japan, is a project Manager for the
Nikkei  Scholarship,  Japan,  a  scholarship  funded  by  the
Nippon Foundation. He finished his master’s degree in Public
Administration  in  2007,  at  the  International  Christian
University  in  Japan.  He  has  been  selected  as  one  of  the
participants of  the “Building a Better Asia” retreat,  which is
also funded by the Nippon Foundation. 

GUSTAVO S. KISHIMOTO T.,  is a Japanese Peruvian born in Lima (1976).
He  graduated  from  the  School  of  Medicine,  National
University of  San Marcos in 2003. Supporting the logistic
team  of  the  Peruvian  Japanese  Polyclinic  to  organize
international  courses,  he  was  introduced  to  Japanese
professors, who received him at the National Cancer Center
Hospital (NCCH - Tsukiji, Tokyo) as a JICA trainee (2004–
2005). During his stay in JICA Tokyo International Center,
he had many exchanges with people from different cultures
that made him notice some common problems shared by
developing  countries.  He  returned  to  the  NCCH  as  a  Nippon  Foundation
scholar to complete his studies in gastrointestinal endoscopic procedures. As
a member of the Nippon Foundation Scholar Association (NFSA), he supports
Latin-American Japanese descendant immigrant workers and their children to
fit in their grandparent's motherland.  

HISAKO  ISHIZAKI, from Japan,  is  presently  pursuing  her
MA at University for Peace in Costa Rica. She worked in the
field of human rights protection for six years at the Embassy
of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Japan. Also, she worked for
the  reconstruction  projects  as  a  Japan  Embassy  staff  in
Afghanistan in 2005.  Currently, she is doing her internship
as  a  part  of  her  master  program  at  the  International
Organization  for  Migration  (IOM),  Tajikistan.  She  is

conducting  assessments  and  making  project  proposal  for  the  human
trafficking  victims.  She  was  awarded  a  full  scholarship  from  Nippon
Foundation for her master course. She is expected to graduate in October,
2008. 

SANDRA NAOMI ASAZU, is Japanese, but  was born and
raised in Brazil.  She got her Bachelor Degree in Pharmacy
and Biochemistry at the University of Sao Paulo, Brazil. She
is currently pursuing  her Phd  at the Health  Sciences
University of Hokkaido, Japan.  In 2005, she  was part of the
Training Program as an Exchange Researcher at the same
university, under the Japan International Cooperation Agency
program.  In  2007,  she  started  her  Phd  course  in  Natural
Medicines and Genetic Modification of Herbal Medicines,  under  the Nippon
Foundation Scholarship.



SEIJI ISOTANI, is a Research Assistant and Phd candidate
in  Communication  and  Information  Engineering  at  the
Institute  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  of  Osaka
University, Japan. Since 2005, he has been a member of
the  Department  of  Knowledge  Systems  (Mizoguchi
Laboratory)  working  with  ontologies  and  Semantic  Web
techniques  with  applications  in  collaborative  learning
(CSCL),  intelligent  educational  systems.  From  2000  to

2005,  he worked  on the  development  of  dynamic geometry  systems and
adaptive  hypermedia  systems  in  the  context  of  teaching  and  learning
mathematics.  He  received  the  bachelor  and  master  degree  in  Computer
Science from University of Sao Paulo, Brazil, in 2002 and 2005, respectively.
His  dissertation  received  in  2006  the  Best  Master's  Dissertation  Award
promoted by the Brazilian Symposium on Computers in Education sponsored
by the Brazilian Computer Society (SBIE-SBC) and in 2007 his Phd research
got the second highest award in the ACM student research competition at the
Symposium on Computer Science Education (SIGCSE). Outside of academic
life,  Isotani  is  engaged  in  voluntary  activities  and  NGOs  to  exterminate
poverty,  to  help  mutual  understanding  among  Asian  countries  and  Latin
American countries and to reduce global warming problems. 

MENANDRO  S.  ABANES, from  Bicol,  Philippines,  is
presently doing his internship at the ASEAN Secretariat in
Jakarta, Indonesia as the final graduation requirement for his
graduate  degree  in  International  Peace  Studies.  He is  an
advocate  of  human  rights,  environmental  and  energy
conservation, and good governance. A volunteer at heart, he
is  committed  to  serve  and  live  simply.  He  enjoys  playing
chess  and  basketball.  His  life  project  is  to  challenge  the
dominance of  money in trade and transactions, and replace it  with  goods,
knowledge, and skills as instruments for trading and marketing. He plans to
set up a market where people go and work for their needs, and not for money.
He writes poetry and short stories in his own native language, Bikol. 

WILFREDO III MAGNO TORRES, from the Philippines,
is presently connected with The Asia Foundation as the
Program  Officer  of  the  Foundation’s  Conflict
Management  Program.   In  this  capacity  he  designs,
supports, and coordinates conflict management projects
in close collaboration with the Foundation’s partners.  He
is  an  anthropologist  specializing  in  Sulu  culture  and

maritime cultures of  Southeast  Asia.   He is  extensively  trained  in  people-
centered  development  principles  and  methods.   Prior  to  joining  the
Foundation, he was a Junior Fellow of the Nippon Foundation Asian Public
Intellectuals (API) Fellowship Program conducting research in Malaysia.  He
is a former faculty of the Notre Dame of Jolo College with teaching experience
in  cultural  anthropology,  sociology,  thesis  writing,  and English.   He  is  the
author/editor of “Rido:  Clan Feuding and Conflict management in Mindanao”
and “Voyages and Ethnicity Across Reordered Frontiers:  Conflict Resolution
and  Leadership  in  the  Dynamics  of  Ethnic  Identity  Formation  among  the
Sama dilaut of Semporna.”  Mr. Torres holds an MA in Anthropology from the



Ateneo de Manila University and a BA in Literature from Notre Dame of Jolo
College.

NGOC ANH NGUYEN, from Vietnam, is a recent graduate of Master of Arts
of  International  Peace  Studies,  University  for  Peace,  Costa
Rica. The program partnered with Ateneo de Manila and was
sponsored  by Nippon  Foundation.  Before  joining the  course,
she  worked  as  a  researcher  in  the  field  of  gender  and  its
influences to health  status of  women and children in  a local
NGO  in  Vietnam,  called  the  Research  Centre  for  Gender,
Family and Environment in Development. She has also worked
as a part time research assistant in Institute of Sociology. Specifically,  she
conducted  studies  in  trafficking  in  women,  health  care  for  women  and
women’s  awareness  of  gender  equality  in  family,  especially  in  rural  and
mountainous areas of Vietnam.

NGUYEN DANG BEN, from Vietnam, is presently the Operation
Manager  at  the  Saigon  Premier  Container  Terminal  (SPCT).
After graduated from the Foreign Trade University in Ho Chi Minh
City,  he  worked  for  the Transport  and  Chartering Corporation
(Vietfracht)  in  several  positions,  ranging  from  the  Customer
Service  Team  Leader  to  the  Operation  Officer,  the  Sales
Manager and later as the Assistant to the General Director. After

five years there, he was awarded the Sasakawa Fellowship to carry out his
Msc at  the World Maritime University  in  Sweden,  specializing in  Port  and
Shipping  Management.  After  finishing  his  Msc  program  in  Sweden,  he
returned Vietnam as the Operation Manager for a modern container terminal
in Ho Chi Minh City (SPCT). At the same time, he is pursuing the academic
road by contributing regular article/research for a trade newspaper in the field
of Shipping and Port Industry.


