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KAMRUL HOSSAIN, from Bangladesh, is working as a Senior 

Research Scientist at the Northern Institute for Environmental and 
Minority Law in the Arctic Centre of the University of Lapland. He 
was awarded Ryoichi Sasakawa Young Leaders Fellowship for 
doing post-graduate research studies in the University of Helsinki in 
2001. Currently, he is involved in several research projects under 
the auspices of the Nordic Council of Ministers and the European 
Commission. He has also previously worked in several Finnish 
Academy funded research projects. The main focus of his research 

is international law in general, but in particular international environmental law and 
human rights with an especial focus on minority rights. Mr. Hossain is a member of the 
Editorial Board in the Journal of International Women‟s Studies (JIWS). He is also 
presently serving as the Special Editor for Volume III of the Yearbook of Polar Law 
(2011), which is published by Brill Academic Publishers.  

 
 
 
MOHAMMED NURUDDIN AL-MASUD MOHAMMED 
NURUDDIN AL-MASUD was born in Bangladesh right after its 

independence in December 1971. By profession he is a social 
worker with keen interests in upholding human rights, good 
governance and gender parity. He is working with United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) in Liberia as an international 
monitoring and evaluation specialist. Over the past decade, he 
has worked in various humanitarian organizations including Save 
the Children-Australia, Fundacion Intervida, and Society for Participatory Education and 
Development (SPED). He also taught at the College of Development Alternative 
(CODA). As an Asian scholar, Mr. Masud is a direct beneficiary of Nippon Foundation 
and completed his Masters in Arts in International Peace Studies at the University for 
Peace (UPEACE), Costa Rica and Ateneo de Manila, Philippines. He also has a 
Masters in Political Science from Bangladesh and two bachelor degrees in Social 
Science and Law 

 

 

 

 



SAROTH CHUON is a Prosthetics and Orthotics Lecturer, 

Cambodia Trust / Cambodian School of Prosthetics and Orthotics. 
Citizen of Cambodian (CSPO). Born in 1981 in Cambodia, is 
Buddhist. Married with one son and one daughter. Education in 
Cambodia and Australia. Saroth holds a degree in General 
management from Build Bright University, Cambodia and degree in 
Prosthetics and Orthotics from La Trobe University, Australia. Besides 
Khmer, she speaks English and little bit Japanese. In 2002, she was 
awarded a scholarship from Kumamoto Prefecture for experiencing 

modern technologies and rehabilitation services set up in Japan. She worked as a 
prosthetics and orthotics lecturer in Sri Lanka for one year. She also has experience 
working with ISO quality management system 9001:2008 and she is a qualified internal 
auditor. She is working at CSPO to supervise third year students. As a lecturer, she has 
been working with multinational students with different culture and expectations. 
 

 

LIU GUANGHUA Full-time Professor in Law School of Lanzhou 

University, China. Citizen of China. Born in 1970 in Gansu Province, 
China. Married with 1 daughter.  Educated in China. LIU holds 
degrees in law from Law School of Lanzhou University and Ph.D 
from Law School of Renmin University of China. Besides Chinese, 
he speaks English. He worked as a Visiting Scholar at University of 
California Hastings College of the Law, USA (2004-2005) and 
Visiting Associate Professor at the International University College 
of Turin, Italy (from 2008). He was elected and appointed as the 
Director of the Lanzhou University Economic Law Institute in 2005 
and the Associate Dean of Law School Lanzhou University in 2010. He is a Fellow of 
the China Law Society. In 2008 he published “On Economic Law: A Perspective of 
Analytical Jurisprudence” and contributed to around 100 newspapers and journals. He 
is also the recipient of many awards.  
 

 
 

KEJIN QIAN The Editor/Writer of Yangheng Evening News and 

Adjunct Professor of Journalism, Sun Yat-Sen University, 
Guangzhou, China. Citizen of China. Born in 1970 in Anhui, China. 
Married with one son. Educated in China, Qian holds a M.A. in 
International relations from Peking University and B.A. in History 
from Anhui Normal University. He speaks Chinese and English. 
Qian worked as a primary school teacher in his home town before 
he went to college. In 2005, he worked with Pittsburgh Post-

Gazette as a visiting fellow. Qian published some journalism papers between 2002 and 
2010, he also wrote many comments and analysis on world affairs and domestic issues 
for his newspaper as well as other national publications in China. Some of these articles 



won national awards, including very notable “The Best International Comments Awards 
of China” in  2001 and 2002. 
 
 

TANG QIFANG was in born in Luoyang in 1977, I spent my first 

18 years in this old capital of China, which is the eastern start of the 
silkroad. Then I studied in Peking University, where I had received 
the best academic training for international studies in China for ten 
years and got my Ph. D. Just during this period, I attended the 
graduate and doctoral programs supported by Nippon Foundation. I 
began with my career as a scholar and diplomat in China Institute of 
International Studies, a think tank under Chinese Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, since 2006. I specialize in Asian-Pacific studies, especially 
East Asian cooperation. Besides academic research and social 
activities, I also have quite a lot other hobbies, such as traveling, movies, cooking and 
Chinese Opera etc.   
 

 
XIANGXIANG MA from P.R. China, is presently a legal 

professional in DLA Piper UK LLP Beijing Representative Office, 
working as a legal assistant in the corporate and finance team of such 
international law firm.  Her daily work includes providing legal advice 
for venture capitalists and start-up companies in connection with their 
proposed investment and business relating to emerging industry 
sectors like e-commerce, internet, and online gaming in mainland of 
China.  She graduated from Peking University Law School, holding an 
LL.M. (concentration on intellectual property law) and LL.B. degree, 

respectively.  She was awarded the Ryoichi Sasakawa Young Leaders Fellowship Fund 
(SYLFF) of The Nippon Foundation and Tokyo Foundation, Japan, 2006.  She worked 
as a project assistant in EU-China Project on the Protection of Intellectual Property 
Rights (IPR2) in Beijing, 2009, and participated in the 3rd BABA program in Goa, India, 
2008.   

 
 
KAMEI APHUN is Assistant Professor, Department of 

Sociology, Delhi School of Economics, University of Delhi, Delhi. 
Citizen of India. Born in 1979 in Imphal, Manipur (North East India) 
and is a Christian. Married and has a son. Schooled in Imphal, 
College in Bangalore, M.A. from JNU, New Delhi, M.Phil from 
Delhi University and Ph.D from JNU, New Delhi. Earlier, worked 
as Lecturer at Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi (2007-2009). 
Speaks English, Hindi and Manipuri. From school days keen in 
extra curricular activities, games and sports and in cultural 
activities and was awarded the best student (1999), St. Joseph‟s 
College, Bangalore. Held positions of President, General Secretary, Literary Secretary 



of many organizations. Has presented many papers and several articles in his credit. 
His academic interests include Sociology of Violence, Ethnicity, Conflicts and Culture 
Studies. 
 

 
PAYOSHNI MITRA is a freelance research consultant and activist in 

fields related to the sociology of sport, specifically focusing on gender 
aspects. Awarded a doctorate for her research on „Ungendering Sports: 
Towards a revaluation of the female athlete in India‟ in 2009 from 
School of Women‟s Studies, Jadavpur University, Kolkata, India. 
Awarded a doctoral fellowship from Sasakawa Young Leaders‟ 
Fellowship Fund in 2005. She also received a Fellows Mobility 
Programme award from the Nippon Foundation and has spent time at 

Howard University, USA and York University, Canadain 2007 to pursue her research 
work. Attended Build a Better Asia in Goa in 2008. Written in peer-reviewed journals like 
the International Journal of History of Sport and have published articles in several 
English language publications in India and abroad. Made documentary The Bold and 
the Beautiful on Muslim female boxers in Bengal. Recently filmed a documentary on the 
story of Santhi Soundarajan, called Y can‟t I run? As an activist-cum-researcher, 
Payoshni is closely working with some intersex athletes in India in their fight for justice. 
Presented in Istanbul, Bath, Wardha on this issue. Has experience with Women‟s 
Sports Foundation, New York and the Women‟s Sports and Fitness Foundation, UK. 
Currently works as a independent research consultant with various sport organisations 
in UK. Was a University Blue badminton player and is a badminton coach in UK.  
 
 

SANJEEV KUMAR, a social worker by choice. Citizen of India, 

Born in 1973 in Gorakhpur, India and is a Hindu. Married and father 
of 2 sons, Educated in India, holds a degree in Science from DDU 
University, India and an MBA from SMU India. He speaks Hindi & 
English. Sanjeev started his career in 1995 in pharmaceuticals and 
worked till 2000, soon he realized, his real interest is in 
development sector. In 2000, he shifted to an NGO, since then he 
has been implementing, coordinating and managing development 
programmes. He has worked on several social issues such as 
education, migrations, livelihoods, stigma associated discrimination 
with contemporary & innovative development practices such as development 
communications, ICT, entrepreneurship development, action research, community radio 
etc. At present, he is managing & supervising livelihood programme (socio-economic 
rehabilitation) for Sasakawa India Leprosy Foundation, in India. He is also active in 
social issues especially on environment; he has been voluntarily associated with 
organizations, dealing with domestic waste. 

 
 
 



SUNITHA B NAIR is Assistant Professor, Department of 

Economics, Payyanur College affiliated to Kannur University Kerala. 
She is born in kerala India in 1976.She is selected as SYLFF fellow 
in 2005.She had been to Department of Anthropology, Sussex 
University, UK as a visiting fellow under the SYLFF FMP program. 
She has participated in both national and international 
conferences.Her main area of research is health policy, history of 
medicine, issues of development, and rights of marginalized. She 
had conducted intensive researches for different Research Institutes 

and NGOs in India on issues like democratic decentralisation and grass root level 
planning, performance of alternative schooling system specifically among school 
dropouts from tribal and coastal areas, and performance of government sponsored rural 
development programmes. Her research experiences sensitised her to work for the 
marginalized and disadvantaged groups of Kerala and it also influenced her to directly 
involve in their issues, especially their right to live.  

 
 
CITRA WARDHANI  currently serves as an expert staff at the 

Directorate of Research and Community Services, Universitas 
Indonesia. Raised in two different cities (Surabaya and Makassar) that 
are the melting pots of different cultures, she experiences the finer 
points in those cultures that to some extent shaped and enrich her. 
She started working since her undergraduate study, working to assist 
small and medium enterprises and with a company founded by 
university students for a short time. Later on, she acted as the director 
for an international student association (IAAS) at the university she 
studied in, Brawijaya University, that gave her first glimpse of international networking 
and collaboration. She received some short term scholarships during this time. Having 
filled her days at the university with study and work, she filled her semester breaks 
connected with nature that available quite abundantly in many places in East Java, 
going to places to stay with people or going home to visit her parents and siblings in 
Jakarta. Citra continued her master degree at Universitas Indonesia majoring first 
environmental science and then social psychology. She graduated cum laude for the 
later. She received SYLFF fellowship during her study at Universitas Indonesia. She 
now serves as a member of national board for the Association of Indonesian 
Environmental Intellectuals and as the managing editor for Makara Journals. She 
happily married with two sons and spends her weekend mornings attending her sons‟ 
futsal practices.  
 
 

 

 



MUHAMMAD ILHAM, from Indonesia, currently serves as 

manager of Anti-Corruption Information Center in Transparency 
International-Indonesia. He was awarded the Sasakawa Young 
Leaders Fellowship Fund (SYLFF) of Tokyo Foundation, Japan 
(2001-2002) to complete his MA degree in Anthropology from 
Universitas Indonesia. As an activist his main concern is on 
community engagement and democratic reform. Since 2006 he 
has been participating in several projects on anti-corruption issues 
in Indonesia, including monitoring governance in the post-tsunami 
reconstruction in Aceh.  

 
 

NOVRI SUSAN, Sociologist at Airlangga University, 

Surabaya Indonesia. Citizen of Indonesia. Born in Klaten, 
Indonesia as a Muslim. Married with 1 daughter (Aisya Sabili 
Wignyowinoto). Got his bachelor degree in sociology from 
Gadjah Mada University with a graduating paper about 
religious conflict in Ambon Maluku. He finished an MA in 
International Peace Studies from United Nations-University 
for Peace in Costa Rica with a thesis about conflict 
governance in post-conflict societies. Now PhD candidate 
(2010-2013) for Global Studies at Doshisha University by writing thesis about Conflict 
Management and Governance in Indonesian Democracy. Wrote many articles relating 
to the issue of democracy, peace development, and conflict in Indonesian national 
newspapers such as KOMPAS, Koran Tempo, SEPUTAR INDONESIA, and Jawa Pos. 
Involved in peace building activities by giving training, consultancy, and peace 
advocacy. He has lectured at the Sociology Department of Airlangga University since 
2003, mainly about social theory, peace analysis, and conflict management. He is also 
the director of Democratic Conflict Governance Institute (DCGI), an institute that he 
established for the work of peaceful and transformative empowerment. 
 

 
SAROJINI IMRAN Lecturer of Tourism Department; 

Architecture Department, of Pancasila University, and also in  
Interior Design Department, of BINUS University, born in 
1967 in Jakarta, Indonesia and is a Moslem.  Married with 2 
sons and 1 daughter. Educated in Indonesia, Jini holds a 
degree in Architecture from the University of Pancasila, 
Jakarta, and Master of Anthropology  from University of 
Indonesia. She speaks English and Indonesia.  Jini had 
experience as Leader of Joint Initiative Program Indonesia 
(JIP) in channeling devotion of society in garbage 

management and waste building capacity of the cities; funded by The Tokyo 
Foundation. Currently she is leader of Association of Sasakawa Young leader Fellows 
Fund (AS-SYLFF). In 2010 she published “Concealed Secrets in The Museum Buildings 



of Ubud Bali. She is also active in environment field especially on city waste. and doing 
community counseling of Community Base Tourism. 

 
 
RYUHEI SANO has committed to work on disability since his 

accident at the age of 6. With a focus on information and 
knowledge management particularly for evidence-based 
documentation and multisectoral collaboration, he has been 
engaged in his job at the Asia-Pacific Development Center on 
Disability (APCD) in Bangkok, Thailand. His main approach of 
work is to develop networking and collaboration with different 
stakeholders, especially documentation as an outcome of 
successful partnership in various formats. Particularly he 
perceives that tacit knowledge which persons with disabilities uniquely have is quite 
important since it is accumulated according to daily experiences of persons with 
disabilities. Formerly he was in charge of publication and website management from the 
vocational perspective at the Japan Association of Community Workshops for Persons 
with Disabilities in Japan as well as the Inter-American Development Bank in the United 
States. 
 

 
NORIKO HASHIMOTO NGO worker. Citizen of Japan. Noriko 

holds a degree in Sociology from Hosei University in Japan and MA 
International Peace Study from University for Peace in Costa Rica. 
She has over 7 years of experience in Public Relations (PR) and 
Marketing in non-government and private sector, at the same time 
developed her career as a project coordinator in the Philippines and 
several countries. Asides from work, she is actively engaged in 
several activities such as forming committee to promote 
volunteerism and publishing magazine for youth, which is 

publishing 20,000 copies per year and distributed in several University and volunteer 
centers in Japan. One of her strong interests is to match and merge different things, 
factors and group of people to work together for tackling and resolving social issues. 
Business for peace and poverty is one of her interest. She has recently started to work 
in an NGO, International Children Action Network (ICAN) which is based in Philippines. 
It has peacebuilding projects in Cotabato, Mindanao in the Philippines. 
 

 
YOSHIMI HORIUCHI Director/founder of a non-profit 

organization, Always Reading Caravan (ARC), and also project 
officer at Asia-Pacific Development Center on Disability (APCD). 
Citizen of Japan, living in Bangkok, Thailand. Born in 1983 in 
Kochi, Japan, a Buddhist, single. Horiuchi has a degree in 
Japanese Language Education from International Christian 
University, Tokyo, Japan. She completely lost her sight in late 



teen. Besides Japanese, she speaks English and Thai. She has studied in the US and 
Thailand one year each as an exchange student. After working as a translation 
coordinator at Mizuho Securities in Tokyo, she received scholarship for one-year course 
at International Institute for Social Entrepreneurs (IISE), Kerala, India in 2009. After 
graduation, she established ARC to promote joy of reading and learning through mobile 
library services for children in Thailand. In addition, she is currently working part time as 
a project officer at APCD. 

 
 
NGEOW YEOK MENG Senior Lecturer at the University of 

Malaya, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Citizen of Malaysia. Born in 
Petaling Jaya, Malaysia. A Buddhist married with five children. She 
undertook ethnic studies at the Institute of Postgraduate Studies, 
University of Malaya upon receiving a SLYFF scholarship in 2001. 
She graduated with a PhD entitled “Ethnic Minority in an „Islamic 
State‟: Response of the Chinese Minority towards Islamisation 
Policies in Kelantan”. She lectures on Ethnic Relations and 

Civilisational Studies at the Section for Co-curricular Courses, External Faculty 
Electives and TITAS (SKET), University of Malaya. Her areas of interest include ethnic 
identity, multiculturalism, political discourse and Islamisation policies. Her publications 
include Human Resource: Issues and Challenges (2000) and Anthology of an 
Undergraduate of University of Malaya (1994 in Mandarin). She has authored and co-
authored articles on the identity of ethnic minority with a focus on ethnic sensitivities and 
stereotypes.  
 

 
ENKHBAYAR JANCHIVNYAMBUU Research Fellow, 

Institute of Philosophy, Sociology and Law, Mongolian Academy of 
Sciences, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. Philosopher. Citizen of Mongolia. 
Born in 1973 in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia and is a Buddhist. Married 
with a son. Educated in Mongolia and U.S., Enkhbayar holds a B.A. 
degree in philosophy from Tenger Institute of Mongolia and an M.S. 
from Gallaudet University, U.S. Besides Mongolian, he knows 
English, Russian and Tibetan. He wrote numerous articles and 
several collective books, including the highly acclaimed four 
volumes collective work “History of Mongolian Philosophy”, which 
he wrote with Mongolian famous philosophers. He has translated “Postmodern 
Condition: A Report of Knowledge”, the work of French philosopher Jean Lyotard, and 
“The Sunflower” written by Simon Wiesenthal, from English into Mongolian. He also has 
a strong research interest in human development and disability, particularly in deaf 
studies. He was elected as a board member of Mongolian Association of the Deaf for 
two times from 1993-1994 and 1999-2000. 
 

 



OYUNDELGER SEDRAGCHAA from Mongolia, is presently 

Secretary General of “Vansemberuu Mongolia” NGO. She entered 
Soyol Erdem University in 2000 which is specialized in Japanese 
language study. When she was a third-year student, she was 
awarded a Japanese Government Scholarship to study in a 
university where she wants to. She chose Niigata University, one of 
the most famous state universities in Japan, and studied Japanese 
culture and literature with Japanese students for a year. She also 
enjoyed horse riding in the university as a member of a horse-riding 

club. Soon after she came back to the university in Ulaanbaatar, she kept studying there 
still the graduated from it in 2004. During her university days, she was working for 
several organizations as a part time worker for her living expenses and tuition fees. In 
2006, she started working for a tourist company in Ulaanbaatar as a manager. While 
she was engaged in tour conductor for Japanese tourists, she also had chances to take 
care of English-speaking tourists in the tourist season. Then, she realized English was a 
very important and useful tool to communicate with various people in the world. In 
October 2006, she engaged her job career from business field to non-profit field as she 
was more interested in social contribution. The organization she entered is called 
“Vansemberuu Mongolia” NGO, which is promoting traditional medicine in primary 
health care in Mongolia with funds from The Nippon Foundation since 2004. She 
noticed the organization was quite different from Mongolian organizations because the 
management style was Japanese style, one of whose main features is a philosophy that 
the working quality is improved when skill of staff is improved through in-house human 
development. Being regarded highly by the management, she was promoted from 
Office Manager to Secretary General of the organization in 2008.  
 

 
KYI KYI SEINN is a freelance researcher and consultant, Kyi Kyi is 

currently involving in Toda Institute Publication Project: “Non State 
Armed Groups (NSAGs) and Culture and Arts”- Myanmar Chapter, 
and as a freelance consultant with Save the Children Myanmar for 
Child-Led participatory research training approaches. She holds a 
Masters degree in International Peace Studies from the United 
Nations Mandated University for Peace, Costa Rica (Asian Leaders 
Programme 2009) and an MBA from Yangon Institute of Economics. 
She worked with UNDP Myanmar for Capacity Development and Vulnerability 
Reduction issues as a programme associate and with World Vision Myanmar as an anti-
trafficking in persons programme associate. She is also active in the Youth Platform 
Committee of Myanmar Women Entrepreneurs‟ Association (MWEA). She has a strong 
commitment to work for peacebuilding in Myanmar and the region, through community 
development, human development and peaceful coexistence.  

 

 



ZEYATHU Partner, Deputy Chief Editor and HR Manager of Living 
Color Media in Myanmar. Faculty and Member of Board of 
Governors of Myanmar Egress Institute, Writer, and Proprietor for 
De Pa Aye Mya Publishing House. Citizen of Myanmar, born in 
1977 in Yangon. Single and a Buddhist. Educated as a civil 
engineer in Myanmar, Zeya holds a Masters in International 
Development Studies from Chulalongkorn University of Thailand. 
He speaks English and Myanmar. Has published two bestseller 
books namely Naingnan Takhu Kyee Pwar Chinn (Wealth of a 
Nation: Development Strategies and Tactics) and Bogyoke Hnint 

Gaung Saung Mhu Shar Pone Daw (In Search of Leadership: The Story of Founding 
Father Aung San) in 2010. Has travelled to several countries for professional purposes 
latest of which is travel to U.S under International Visitor Leadership Program.  Speaks 
in seminars and informational talks on leadership, personal development and 
development. His interests are writing, teaching, leadership, development and 
governance and active in those fields.  
 
 

SADIA KHAN from Pakistan, is presently serving as an Executive 

Director in her family-owned business, while serving as an 
independent director on the boards of three financial sector 
companies, as a committee member of the Pakistan-France 
Business Alliance, and the President of the INSEAD Alumni 
Association of Pakistan. She is also a member of the external faculty 
of the Pakistan Institute of Corporate Governance. She started her 
career with Lehman Brothers in New York in 1991. Since then she 
has worked with various international institutions and local regulatory 
authorities, including the Asian Development Bank in the Philippines, the Securities & 
Exchange Commission of Pakistan and the State Bank of Pakistan. Her focus more 
recently in her career has been on corporate governance, previously as a financial 
sector regulator and now as an educator and practitioner. She obtained her B.A (Hons.) 
in Economics from Cambridge University, UK in 1988 followed by an M.A in Economics 
from Yale University, USA in 1991 and an M.B.A from INSEAD in Fontainebleau, 
France in 1995. She received a SYLFF Scholarship while studying at INSEAD and has 
subsequently participated in the Joint Research Exchange Program of the Tokyo 
Foundation. She was a participant of BABA 6 in Beijing in September 2009. 

 
 

ALWIN C. AGUIRRE  Faculty, College of Arts and Letters, 

University of the Philippines Diliman. Doctoral candidate, Institute 
of Culture, Discourse and Communication (ICDC), Auckland 
University of Technology. Citizen of the Philippines. Born in 1977 in 
Manila, Philippines and is Christian. Married with 1 child.  Educated 
in the Philippines and New Zealand, Alwin holds a degree in 
Communication Research and Masters in Philippine Studies 
(Philippine Literature and Women‟s Studies) from the University of 



the Philippines Diliman and is currently pursuing a doctorate at the ICDC, Auckland 
University of Technology. Besides Filipino, he speaks English and basic Spanish. He is 
both an academic and fictionist. He was an Asian Public Intellectuals Fellow (Nippon 
Foundation) in 2006 for a research on Asian Science Fictions and has held a 
professorship in General Education for his work on Philippine science fiction. He has 
also been a recipient of the Carlos Palanca Awards for Literature in the Philippines for 
his short fictions and future fictions and has published short fictions in anthologies. His 
current interests are discourse studies and new media and technology.  

 
 
KATHERINE G. LACSON from the Philippines completed 

both her B.A. in Communication and M.A. in History at the 
Ateneo de Manila University.  In the past, she has been 
involved in production and research work in various historical 
documentary projects, which reaped several national awards 
and even became a finalist in the New York Film Festival. She 
also did various production jobs such as writing, research, 
assistant directing and production management in different 
television shows and special projects. On the side, she lends 
her voice to various commercials and audio-visual presentations. She was also active in 
theater for a couple of years. At present, she is a lecturer at the Department of History 
and the Department of Communication Arts at the Ateneo de Manila University. She is 
also running several businesses – a medical device company, a distributor of products 
in the beauty and wellness industry, a residential spa and a creative communication 
products and design company.  On the side, she does volunteer work as staff and life 
coach in the PSI leadership seminars. 

 
 

MENANDRO S. ABANES from the Philippines is presently 

pursuing his Ph.D. in Social Science at Radboud University 
Nijmegen. His research is part of a four-year PhD research 
program on ethno-religious conflicts in Indonesia and the 
Philippines. Prior to his studies, he worked as a Research 
Associate at the ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity (ACB), an 
intergovernmental and regional organization that facilitates 
coordination of biodiversity conservation efforts in Southeast Asia, 

and at the Ateneo Social Science Research Center (ASSRC). In 2008, he did an 
internship at ASEAN headquarters in Jakarta, Indonesia under the Nippon Foundation – 
University for Peace‟s Dual-Campus International Peace Studies (DIPS) Program or 
known now as Asia Leaders Program (ALP). Broadly, his research interests include 
environment, volunteering, peace and conflict, and human rights. He has written, Under-
Mining the Power of Communities: The Politics of Mining and Local Community in the 
Philippines. With more than 11 years of experience on development-related work, he is 
an active blogger on issues on environment, human rights, and peace and conflict. 



RONNEL DEL RIO graduated with a degree of Bachelor of Science in 

Social Work at the  Philippine Christian University. Upon graduation, he 
received a scholarship grant from Overbrook School for the Blind 
Philadelphia , USA.  When he went back to the Philippines, he 
established and founded Punlaka (Pamayanang Ugnayan Landas Alay 
sa may Kapansanan).  A   non –stock,  non - profit organization to serve 
Persons With Disabilities in Region 4 , Philippines.  Today, Punlaka is 
one of the leading voices in advocating causes of PWD sector in the 
country, and continuous to initiate programs and projects that will change 
the lives of the members of the sector in Region 4. Aside from his 
involvements in the movement of PWDs,  Mr. del Rio has been 
maintaining a local radio program in his area, he has worked as the Urban Poor Affairs 
Chief in Lipa City, but now, working as the deputy spokesperson of Governor Vilma 
Santos Recto in the Province of Batangas.  Currently, Mr. del Rio has been elected as 
the National Council Representative for Visually Impaired Filipinos of the National Anti-
Poverty Commission. His mission is to help the disabled persons face their fears and 
live their dreams! 
 

 
SHERILYN SIY is a Environmental psychologist. Citizen of the 

Philippines. Born in 1979 in Hong Kong and is a Catholic. Married with 
one daughter. Educated in the Philippines, Siy holds a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Psychology and an MA in Applied Social Psychology from the 
Ateneo de Manila University. She speaks Filipino, English and Chinese.  
She has worked in Xiamen, China as an English teacher. After 
receiving her Master‟s Degree, she worked at Miriam College as a 
Technical Assistant to the President and as a lecturer of Environmental 

Psychology, a course she proposed and designed. She is a recipient of the SYLFF 
Fellowship and also served as member of the SYLFF Fellows Council for two terms. In 
2010, she published “The Case of the Vanishing Tawilis: Social Psychological 
Dimensions of Biodiversity Conservation.” Aside from environmental issues, she is also 
interested in holistic health and wellbeing, food banking, and women empowerment. 
 
 

WONG U-WEN from Singapore currently works full time 

as an IT Assistant at Ezra Marine Pte Ltd. He was born 
and grew up in Singapore till he left at a young age for the 
United States where he lived, studied and worked for 
nearly 20 years. He graduated with Bachelor degree in 
Social Work from Rochester Institute of Technology. He 
was a member of the steering committee at National 
Center for Deaf Health Research in Rochester, New York. 
He has worked in non-profit organizations and academic 
institutions for several years. Since he returned to Singapore in mid-2009, he is involved 
in disability movement as an activist. He is a President of Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
Federation (Singapore). 



NIRROSION S. PERERA from SriLanka, is recently 

completed  his post-graduate diploma in tourism economic travel 
and hotel management at the University of Colombo, he obtain 
two year professional social work diploma in 2002 from National 
Institute of social development in SriLanka. He‟s holding 
responsible for all projects designated for Tourism activities as 
Project Coordinator for Sewalanka Foundation‟s community 
tourism Unit. In 2003 he obtained one year‟s internship with 
several grassroots level organizations in India.  While I received 
exposure to India‟s different cultural, social and economic 

practices he gained professional experience at the Academy of Development Science, 
Mumbai; Deccan Development Society, Ahamadabadh; and Coorg Organization for 
Rural Development in Kushalnagar, Karnataka .He‟s the founder member of social work 
organization called Members of young social work .and a national level facilitator for the 
grass root level conflict resolution and peace building work.  

 

SAMAN GUNATHILAKA MASTIYAGE-DON is 

Residential Coordinator, Interfaith Works Inc., Maryland, 
U.S.A., Local Development Specialist. Citizen of Sri Lanka, 
Born in 1975 in Pallebedda, Sri Lanka and is a Buddhist. 
Single. Educated in Sri Lanka, Costa Rica and the Philippines. 
Mastiyage-Don holds a Bachelor degree in International 
Relations from University of Colombo and a MA in International 
Peace Studies from University for Peace, Costa Rica. He speaks Sinhala, English and 
basic Bahasa Indonesia. Before joining his current organization in the United States, he 
served as National Coordinator for the Election Monitoring Center in Sri Lanka in 2004 
and as Project Officer for UNDP Sri Lanka in 2005. In 2009, he joined UNDP Indonesia 
and facilitated on improvement of decentralization process and local development. He 
received a Presidential Award for volunteer humanitarian service during the aftermath of 
the Tsunami disaster in 2004. He is also interested in working on governance and 
human trafficking issues.  
 
 

DANG HOAI PHUC was born in March 15th, 1982 and lost his 

sight at the age of nine by a landmine explosive. He is one of the 
most clever and creative blind individuals in the region when it 
comes to the use of new technologies. He is the Executive Director 
of the Sao Mai Computer Center for the Blind, which is Vietnamese 
local NGO working for the Blind.  He also serves as the current 
Chairperson of the ON-NET (Overbrook-Nippon Network on 
Educational Technology) Technology Initiative, a regional grouping 
of advanced technology users who are promoting the training of 

others in the region.  He also is the ON-NET Vietnam technology program co-ordinator 
currently working on a project through which ON-NET and the Vietnam Blind 



Association are working together to expand the use of access technology by blind 
persons in underserved areas of the country. In addition, he is also the coordinator for 
Higher Education Support project for the blind students, working with the ICEVI 
(International Council on Education for Visually Impaired People) since 2007. 
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one daughter, is presently a programmer officer of CBM 
Country Office in Vietnam. In this capacity, she manages 
eye care and disability support projects running in 
Vietnam. Integrating cross – cutting issues such as 
conflict management between different ethnic groups, 
child protection and disability inclusion in projected areas 
is also one of her prioritized task. Prior to joining CBM, 
she had worked in different areas, such as rural 
development as technical advisor, gender and its influences to health status of women 
and children, trafficking in women, especially in rural and mountainous of Vietnam areas 
as researcher. In 2007, she was awarded Nippon Foundation Scholarship to carry out 
her Master of Arts at University for Peace, Costa Rica partnered with Ateneo de Manila 
University, the Philippines, specializing in International Peace Studies, 2007 – 2008.  
 
 
 

TRAN QUANG TUAN is from Vietnam, born in 1975. He got a 

bachelor degree in pedagogy in Vietnam and a Master Degree of 
International Peace and Conflict Study from the United Nations 
Mandate University for Peace. He has previously worked for 
CARE International in Vietnam, the Finnish and Vietnamese 
Cooperation for Development Agency, and the United Nations 
Development Program before he joined to IOM. He has 
experiences in management, project implementation, advocacy, 

poverty reduction, natural resources management and awareness communication 
campaigns. Dedicating himself to work with communities and local authorities since 
leaving university. He has been awarded two Certificates of Merit from Vietnamese 
authorities for his facilitation the implementation of a micro savings and credit scheme in 
a central province and the development of community based organization model in 
another province in the Mekong Delta of Viet Nam.  


