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Introduction

It gives me great pleasure, and I deem it a high personal honor to be invited to
begin a series of talks on regional and national 1ssues pertaining to Southeast
Asia and the wider Pacific region. I believe that the Information and Resource |
Center (IRC) is embarking upon a most challenging and unusuai project of creat-
ing a pow: information network that would serve as an inteflectual resource
for our common aspiration for a free, prosperous and egalitarian world. A new
alliance of intellectual power, economic dynamism and cultural richness and a
strong commitment to are in the making. Through this IRC project of
creating this series and this network, Western Europe, ASEAN and the Pacific
Efaﬁolll:s are :gxdteg in a new sgarch for a common %mty, in which the rights to

ife, liberty e ito i are enhanced.

There are two &usmm themhamz out in the affairs of Southeast Asia,
particularly the affairs of the ASEAN countries: the emergence of democratic
regimes and the development of our national market-oriented economies. We,
together represent an area in the world where steady economic growth and politi-
cal stability go hand in hand. In Thailand, both of these themes — democratic
development and economic dynamism — are most visible. Since I am not aa
economist, I shall not dwell too much on the economic theme. It will sufficeto
say that our conservative fiscal policy and financial investment management have
led us through the dantﬁerous waters of economic and financial perils that are :
being faced by many developing countries today.

egast three years have shown that our growth rate has been impressive —
from 4.5 percent to 5.6 percent to 5.8 percent — in the midst of world ecoromic
recession. The secret of our success is firm supervision and by the
overnment in terms of investment in infrastructure and financial management,
ut without too much interference in the production and distribution processes,
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